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PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Research  Service 
[  9  CFR  Parts  445,  446,  447  1 


has  qiialifled  for  the  U.S.  Pullonun-Ty- 
phoid  Clean  classification,  as  prescribed 
in  Subpart  B,  C,  D,  or  E  of  this  part. 

4.  Section  445.10  would  be  amended 
to  read: 


NATIONAL  POULTRY  AND  TURKEY 

IMPROVEMENT  PLANS  AND  AUXIL¬ 
IARY  PROVISIONS 

Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  imder  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  procedure  provisions  of  5 
U.S.C.  553,  that  the  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  has  imder  consideration  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  of  the  National  Poul¬ 
try  and  Turkey  Improvement  Hans  and 
Auxiliary  Provisions  recommended  by 
the  1972  conference  of  representatives  of 
the  State  agencies  cooperating  in  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  plans,*  and  that,  pur¬ 
suant  to  section  101(b)  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  Organic  Act  of  1944, 
as  amended  (7  n.S.C.  429) .  it  is  proposed 
to  revise  Parts  445,  446,  and  447  of  Title 
9,  Chapter  IV,  Subchapter  A,  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations,  to  incorporate  such 
recommended  amendments  and  to  make 
incidental  changes  for  clarity  and 
consistency. 

Parts  445,  446,  and  447  would  be 
amended  in  the  following  respects: 

part  445 — NATIONAL  POULTRY 
IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 

1.  Section  445.1  would  be  amend^  by 
revising  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as 
fc^ows: 

§  445.1  Definitions. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(d)  Service.  The  Agricultural  Research 
Service  of  the  Department. 

•  •  •  •  • 

2.  Section  445.4  would  be  amended 
by  revising  paragraph  (d)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  445.4  General  provisions  for  all  par¬ 
ticipants. 

•  •  •  «  • 

(d)  Participants  may  not  buy,  sell,  or 

receive  for  any  purpose  products  from 
nonparticipants,  except  turkey  breeding 
stock,  hatching  eggs,  and  poults  produced 
in  a  State  qualified  for  phase  I  or  n  of 
the  Pullorum-typhoid  eradication  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  In¬ 
spection  Service  of  the  Department:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  with  the  permission  of  the 
ofilcial  State  agency  and  approval  of  the 
Service,  other  products  may  be  bought  or 
received  for  use  in  breeding  flocks  or  for 
experimental  purposes. 

*  •  •  •  « 

3.  Section  445.5  would  be  amended 
by  revising  paragraph  (c)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  445.5  Specific  provi»luns  for  partici- 
paling  flocks. 


(c)  A  fiock  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
participating  fiock  at  any  time  only  if  it 


'  A  copy  of  the  recommended  changes  as 
adopted  by  the  1972  National  Plan  Confer¬ 
ence  Is  filed  as  part  of  the  original  document. 


§  445.10  Terminology  and  classification; 
flocks  and  products. 

Participating  flocks,  and  the  products 
produced  from  them,  which  have  met  the 
respective  requirements  specified  in  Sub¬ 
part  B,  C,  D,  or  E  of  this  part  may  be 
designated  by  the  following  terms  or  il¬ 
lustrative  designs: 

(a)  U.S.  Approved.  (See  §  445.23(a), 
§  445.33(a) ,  and  !  445.53(a) .) 


U.S. 
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Figure  2 


(b)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean. 
(See  S  445.23(b) ,  §  445.33(b) .  §  445.43(b) , 
and  §  445.53(b).) 


Figure  3 

(c)  U.S.  M.  Gallisepticum  Clean.  (See 
S  445.23(c),  S  445.33(c).  S  445.43(c),  and 
§  445.53(0.) 


Figure  4 

(d)  U.S.  Typhimurium  Controlled. 
(See  S  445.23(d)  and  S  445.43(d).) 


Figure  5 


5.  Section  445.11  would  be  amended  by 
revising  paragraph  (a)  and  adding  a 
new  paragraph  (c)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  445.11  Superv  ision. 

(a)  The  official  State  agency  may 
designate  qualified  persons  as  authorized 
agents  to  do  the  sample  collecting  and 
blood  testing  provided  for  in  §§  445.5  and 
445.14,  smd  the  selecting  required  for  the 
UJ3.  approved  classification  provided  for 
ins  445.10(a). 

•  •  •  •  * 

(c)  Authorities  issued  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  section  shall  be  subject  to 
cancellation  by  the  official  State  agency 
on  the  grounds  of  incompetence  or  fail¬ 
ure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
plan  or  regulations  of  the  official  State 
agency.  Such  actions  shall  not  be  taken 
until  a  thorough  investigation  has  been 
made  by  the  official  State  agency  and  the 
authorized  person  has  been  given  notice 
of  the  proposed  action  and  the  basis 
therefor  and  an  opportunity  to  present 
his  views. 

6.  Section  445.14  would  be  amended  by 
revising  subparagraph  (1)  of  paragraph 
(a)  and  the  introductory  statement  and 
subdivision  (ii)  of  subparagraph  (2)  of 
paragraph  (a)  to  read: 

§  445.14  Blood  testing. 

(a)  For  Salmonella.  (1)  The  official 
blood  tests  for  pullorum-typhoid  shall  be 
the  standard  tube  agglutination  test,  the 
microagglutination  test,  or  the  rapid 
serum  test  for  all  classes  of  poultry  or 
the  stained  antigen,  rapid  whole-blood 
test  for  all  classes  of  poultry  except  tur¬ 
keys.  The  recommended  procedures  for 
oondiKting  such  tests  are  described  in 
55  447.1.  447.2.  447.3,  and  447.5  of  this 
chapter.  Each  lot  of  antigen  used  for  the 
whole-blood  test  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Department  and  shall  be  of  the  poly¬ 
valent  type. 

(2)  The  official  blood  tests  for  typhi¬ 
murium  shall  be  the  standard  tube 
agglutination  test  or  the  microagglutina¬ 
tion  test  as  described  in  55  447.4  and 
447.5  of  this  chapter:  Provided,  That,  if 
the  following  conditions  are  fulfilled,  the 
tests  for  pullorum-typhoid  and  typhi¬ 
murium  may  be  combined: 

0  #  •  •  • 

(ii)  A  single  combination  antigen 
composed  of  equal  quantities  of  pullorum 
antigen  and  typhimurium  antigen  is  used 
at  a  dilution  not  exceeding  1:25  as  a 
sineening  test  in  accordance  with  proce¬ 
dures  described  in  5  447.1  or  5  447.5  of 
this  chapter. 

•  •  •  •  • 

§  445.21  [Anientlrd] 

7.  Section  445.21  would  be  amended  by 
deleting  paragraphs  (d)  and  (e). 

8.  Section  445.22  would  be  amended  by 
adding  a  new  paragraph  (d)  to  read: 

§  445.22  Partkripalion. 

•  •  •  •  • 
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(d)  Hatching  eggs  pi'oduced  by  pri¬ 
mary  breeding  flocks  shall  be  fumigated 
according  to  the  procedures  described  in 
§  447.25(a)  of  this  chapter. 

§  445.23  r.4mrn<Ied] 

9.  Section  445.23  would  be  amended  by 
deleting  paragraphs  (a),  (b),  and  (c) 
and  redesignating  paragraphs  (d),  (e), 
and  (f)  as  (a),  (b),  and  (c),  respectively. 

10.  Section  445.23  would  be  further 
amended  by  revising  the  introductory 
portion  of  the  redesignated  paragraph 
(d)  to  read: 

(b)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean.  A 
flock  in  which  freedom  from  pullorum 
and  typhoid  has  been  demonstrated  to 
the  Official  State  Agency  under  the  cri¬ 
teria  in  one  of  the  following  subpara¬ 
graphs  (1)  through  (5)  of  this  para¬ 
graph:  Provided,  TTiat  a  flock  qualifjing 
by  means  of  a  blood  test  shall  be  tested 
within  the  past  12  months,  except  that 
the  retesting  of  a  participating  flock 
which  is  retained  for  more  than  12 
months  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Official  State  Agency  with  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Service.  (See  ?  445.14  re¬ 
lating  to  the  official  blood  test  where 
applicable.) 

11.  Section  445.23  would  be  further 
amended  by  deleting  the  phrase  “within 
the  past  12  months”  from  subparagraph 
(1),  subdivision  (iii)  of  subparagraph 
(2>,  and  subparagraph  (5)  of  the  redes¬ 
ignated  paragraph  (b) . 

12.  Section  445.23  would  be  further 
amended  by  revising  subdivision  (i)  and 
the  introductory  portion  of  subdivision 
(li)  of  subparagraph  (1)  of  the  redesig¬ 
nated  paragraph  (c)  to  read: 

(1)  It  is  a  flock  in  which  all  birds,  or  a 
sample  of  at  least  500  birds,  in  the  flock 
have  been  tested  for  M.  gallisepticum  as 
provided  in  §  445.14(b)  when  more  than 
4  months  of  age:  Provided,  That  to  re¬ 
tain  this  classification,  all  birds  or  a 
sample  of  at  least  500  birds  shall  be 
tested  at  Intervals  of  not  more  than  90 
days:  or 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.  M.  Gal¬ 
lisepticum  Clean  chicks  from  primary 
breeding  flocks  and  all  birds,  or  a  sample 
of  at  least  500  birds,  in  the  flock  have 
been  tested  for  M.  gallisepticum  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  §  445.14(b)  when  more  than  4 
months  of  age:  Provided,  That  to  retain 
this  classification,  the  flock  shall  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  one  of  the  following  procedures: 

13.  Section  445.23  would  be  further 
amended  by  adding  a  new  paragraph  (d) 
to  read: 

(d)  U.S.  Typhimurinm  Controlled. 
(1)  A  flock  in  which  freedom  from  S. 
typhlmurium  has  been  demonstrated 
under  the  criteria  specified  in  subdivision 
(1)  or  (11)  of  this  subparagraph. 

(I)  All  birds  have  been  tested  within 
the  past  12  months  for  S.  tjrphlmurlum  as 
provided  in  §  445.14(a)  and  no  reactors 
were  found  on  the  first  test,  or 

(II)  A  sample  of  at  least  500  birds  in 
the  flock  has  been  tested  within  the  past 
12  months  for  S.  typhlmurtiun  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  S  445.14(a)  and  environmental 
samples  or  cloacal  swabs  collected  by  a 


State  inspector  or  authorized  agent  as 
described  in  §  447.12  of  this  chapter  have 
been  examined  for  S.  typhimurium  by  an 
authorized  laboratory,  and  no  evidence 
of  the  disease  was  found. 

(2)  In  order  to  sell  hatching  eggs  or 
chicks  of  this  classification,  all  hatching 
eggs  and  chicks  handled  shall  meet  the 
requirements  for  this  classification. 

14.  Section  445.32  would  be  amended 
by  adding  a  new  paragraph  (c)  to  read: 

§  4  1.5.32  I’iirliriputioii. 

*  ♦  « 

(c)  Hatching  eggs  produced  by  pri¬ 
mary  breeding  flocks  .shall  be  fumigated 
according  to  the  procedures  described  in 
§  447.25(a)  of  this  chapter. 

§  11.5.33  lAniend«‘il] 

15.  Section  445.33  would  be  amended 
by  deleting  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b),  and 
redesignating  paragraphs  (c),  (d),  and 
(e)  as  (a),  (b),  and  (c),  respectively. 

16.  Section  445.33  would  be  further 
amended  by  revising  the  introductory 
portion  of  the  redesignated  paragraph 
<b>  to  read: 

(b)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean.  A 
flock  in  which  freedom  from  pullorum 
and  typhoid  has  been  demonstrated  to 
the  official  State  agency  under  the  cri¬ 
teria  in  one  of  the  following  subpara¬ 
graphs  (1)  through  (5)  of  this  para¬ 
graph:  Provided,  That  a  flock  qualifying 
by  means  of  a  blood  test  shall  be  tested 
within  the  past  12  months,  except  that 
the  retesting  of  a  participating  flock 
which  is  retained  for  more  than  12 
months  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
official  State  agency.  fSee  §  445.14  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  official  blood  test  where 
applicable.) 

17.  Section  445.33  would  be  further 
amended  by  deleting  the  phrase  “within 
the  past  12  months”  from  subparagraph 

(1) ,  subdivision  (iii)  of  subparagraph 

(2) ,  and  subparagraph  (5)  of  the  re¬ 
designated  paragraph  (b) . 

18.  Section  445.33  would  be  further 
amended  by  revising  subdivision  (1)  and 
the  introductory  portion  of  subdivision 
(ii)  of  subparagraph  (1)  of  the  redesig¬ 
nated  paragraph  (c)  to  read: 

<i>  All  birds  have  been  tested  for  M. 
gallisepticum  as  provided  in  §  445.14(b) 
when  more  than  4  months  of  age:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  to  retain  this  classification, 
a  random  sample  of  at  least  5  percent  of 
the  flock  shall  be  tested  at  intervals  of 
not  more  than  90  days;  or 

(ii)  It  is  a  multiplier  breeding  flock 
which  originated  as  U.S.  M.  Gallisepti¬ 
cum  Clean  chicks  from  primary  breeding 
flocks  and  a  sample  of  at  least  5  percent 
of  the  birds  in  the  flock  has  been  tested 
for  M.  gallisepticum  as  provided  In 
§  445.14(b)  when  more  than  4  months  of 
age:  Provided,  That  to  retain  this  classi¬ 
fication,  the  flock  shall  be  subjected  to 
one  of  the  following  procedures: 

§143.12  r  Amended] 

19.  Section  445.42  woidd  be  amended 
by  deleting  paragraph  (a)  and  redesig¬ 
nating  the  introductory  paragraph  as 
paragraph  (a). 


§  443.43  [.Amended] 

20.  Section  445.43  would  be  amended 
by  deleting  the  present  provisions  con¬ 
tained  in  paragraph  (a)  and  marking 
paragraph  (a)  as  “[Reserved],”  and  by 
revising  the  introductory  portion  of 
paragraph  (b)  to  read: 

(a)  (Reserved] 

(b)  U.S.  Pullorum-Typhoid  Clean.  A 
flock  in  which  freedom  from  pullon’m 
and  typhoid  has  been  demonstrated  to 
the  official  State  agency  under  the  crite¬ 
ria  in  one  of  the  following  subparagraphs 
(1)  through  (5)  of  this  paragraph:  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  a  flock  qualifying  by  means 
of  a  blood  test  shall  be  tested  within  the 
past  12  months,  except  that  the  retesting 
of  a  participating  flock  which  is  retained 
for  more  than  12  months  shall  be  at  the 
discretion  of  the  official  State  agency. 
(See  §  445.14  relating  to  the  official  blood 
test  where  applicable.) 

21.  Section  445.43  would  be  further 
amended  by  deleting  the  phrase  “within 
the  past  12  months”  from  subparagraph 

(1) ,  subdivision  (iii)  of  subparagraph 

(2)  ,  and  subparagraph  (5)  of  the  redesig¬ 
nated  paragraph  (b). 

22.  Section  445.43  would  be  fui'ther 
amended  by  revising  subdivision  (i)  of 
subparagraph  (1)  of  paragraph  (d)  to 
read: 

(i)  (a>  All  birds  have  been  tested  with¬ 
in  the  past  1 2  months  for  S.  typhimurium 
as  provided  in  §  445.14(a)  and  no  reactors 
were  found  on  the  first  test:  Provided, 
That  the  retesting  of  participating  flocks 
which  are  moved  from  one  premises  to 
another  or  kept  beyond  12  months  after 
testing  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
official  State  agency,  or 

(b)  A  sample  of  at  least  500  birds  in  the 
flock  has  been  tested  within  the  past  12 
months  for  S.  typhimurium  as  provided 
in  §  445.14(a)  and  environmental  sam¬ 
ples  or  cloacal  swabs  collected  by  a  State 
inspector  or  authorized  agent  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  §  447.12  of  this  chapter  have 
been  examined  for  S.  typhimurium  by  an 
authorized  laboratory  and  no  evidence  of 
the  disease  was  found:  Provided,  That 
the  retesting  of  participating  flocks  which 
are  moved  from  one  premises  to  another 
or  kept  beyond  12  months  after  testing 
shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  official 
State  agency. 

23.  Section  445.43  would  be  further 
amended  by  revLsing  the  second  sentence 
of  subdivision  (ii)  of  subparagraph  (1) 
of  paragraph  (d)  to  read: 

"All  eggs  used  for  hatching  shall  be 
visibly  clean  and  fumigated  as  described 
in  §  447.25(a)  of  this  chapter  as  soon  as 
possible  after  collection:  Provided,  That 
alternative  sanitizing  procedures  may  be 
used  with  the  approval  of  the  official 
State  agency  in  each  specific  instance 
and  general  concurrence  by  the  Service 
in  the  policy  adopted  by  the  official  State 
agency.” 

24.  Section  445.53  would  be  amended  by 
revising  subparagraphs  (1)  and  (2)  of 
paragraph  (c)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  433.33  Terminology  and  rlassifiration. 
•  •  •  •  • 

(c)  U.S.  M,  Gallisepticum  Clean.  (DA 
flock  maintained  in  compliance  with  the 
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provisions  of  §  447.26  of  this  chapter  and 
in  which  no  reactors  were  found  when  all 
birds,  or  a  sample  of  at  least  500  birds,  in 
the  flock  were  tested  when  more  than  4 
months  of  age  in  accordance  with  the 
procedures  described  in  §  445.14(b) :  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  to  retain  this  classification, 
all  birds,  or  a  sample  of  at  least  500  birds, 
in  the  flock  shall  be  tested  at  intervals  of 
not  more  than  90  days. 

(2)  A  participant  handling  U.S.  M. 
Gallisepticum  Clean  products  shall  keep 
these  products  separate  from  other  prod¬ 
ucts  in  a  manner  found  satisfactory  by 
the  ofiScial  State  agency  in  each  specific 
instance  and  general  concurrence  by  the 
Service  in  the  policy  adopted  by  the  offi¬ 
cial  State  agency. 

•  •  •  •  • 


part  446— [RESERVED! 

25.  The  title  of  Part  446  would  be 
amended  by  changing  from  “National 
Turkey  Improvement  Plan  (Turkeys  and 
Certain  Other  Poultry)’’  to  “Reserved.” 


PART  447— AUXILIARY  PROVISIONS 

ON  NATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVE¬ 
MENT  PLAN 

26.  Part  447,  Subpart  A,  Table  of  Con¬ 
tents  would  be  amended  by  adding  a 
reference  to  a  new  §  447.5  to  read: 

Sec. 

447.5  The  mlcroagglutination  test  for  pul- 
lorum-typhoid  and  thyphimurium. 

27.  Part  447,  Subpart  A  w'ould  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  447.5  to  read: 

§  447.5  The  microagglutination  test  for 
pullorum-typhoid  and  typhiniurium. 

(a)  The  procedure  for  the  collection 
and  delivery  of  blood  samples  in  the 
microagglutination  test  is  the  same  as 
that  described  in  §  447.1(a). 

(b)  Stained  microagglutination  test 
antigens  for  pullorum-typhoid,  typhi- 
murium,  or  combined  pullorum-typhoid 
and  typhimurium  are  supplied  as  con¬ 
centrated  stock  suspensions  and  must  be 
approved  by  the  Department.'  Directions 
for  diluting  will  be  provided  with  the 
antigens.  The  stock  as  well  as  the  di¬ 
luted  antigen  prepared  each  day  should 
be  kept  sealed  in  the  dark  at  5"  to  10*  C. 
when  not  in  use. 

(c)  The  maximum  serum  dilution  em¬ 
ployed  for  pulloriun-typhold  must  not 
exceed  1:50  for  chickens,  nor  1:25  for 
turkeys.  The  maximum  serum  dilution 
for  typhimurium  and  the  combined  test 
shall  not  exceed  1:25.  In  all  official  re¬ 
ports  on  the  blood  test,  the  serum  dilu¬ 
tions  shall  be  indicated. 

(d)  The  recommended  procedure  for 
the  1:25  dilution  is  as  follows: 

*  Information  as  to  criteria  and  procedures 
for  approval  of  concentrated  stock  suspen¬ 
sions  of  stained  mlcroagglutination  test  an¬ 
tigens  may  be  obtained  from  the  National 
Poultry  Improvement  Plan  Staff,  BuUding 
265,  Agricultural  Research  Center,  BeltsvUle, 
Md.  20705. 


(1)  Add  50  microliters  (0.05  cc.)  of 
0.25  percent  phenolized  saline  to  each 
microweU  of  the  microplate. 

(2)  Using  a  microdiluter,  transfer  10 
microliters  (0.01  cc.)  of  the  serum  sam¬ 
ple  from  the  collected  specimen  to  the 
corresponding  well  of  the  microplate. 
This  is  accomplished  by  touching  the 
surface  of  the  serum  sample  with  the 
microdiluter  and  then  transferring  and 
mixing  the  serum  with  the  diluent  in 
the  microplate  well.  The  microdiluter  is 
removed,  blotted,  rinsed  in  saline,  and 
again  blotted.  Other  acceptable  methods 
of  serum  delivery  are  described  in  “Ap¬ 
plied  Microbiology,”  voliune  21,  No.  3, 
March  1971,  pages  394-399. 

(3)  Dilute  the  mlcroagglutination  test 
antigen  with  0.25  percent  phenolized 
saline  and  add  200  microliters  (0.2  cc.) 
to  each  microplate  well. 

(4)  Seal  each  plate  with  a  plastic 
sealer  or  place  unsealed  in  a  tight  incu¬ 
bation  box  as  described  in  “Am^Ued  Mi¬ 
crobiology,”  volume  23,  No.  5,  May  1972, 
pages  931-937.  Incubate  at  37°  C.  for  18- 
24  hours. 

(5)  Read  the  test  results  with  the  aid 
of  a  reading  mirror.  Results  are  inter¬ 
preted  as  follows: 

(i)  N,  or  —  (negative)  when  the  ml- 
croplate  well  has  a  large,  distinct  button 
of  stained  cells. 

(ii)  P,  or  +  (positive)  when  the  mi¬ 
croplate  well  reveals  no  antigen  button. 

(iii)  S,  or  ?  (suspicious)  when  the  mi¬ 
croplate  well  has  a  small  button.  Sus¬ 
picious  reactions  may  tend  to  be  more 
positive  than  negative  [  ±  1  or  vice  versa 
[hF]  and  can  be  so  noted,  if  desired. 

27.  Part  447,  Subpart  B,  table  of  con¬ 
tents  would  be  amended  by  adding  a 
reference  to  a  new  §  447.12  to  read: 

447.12  Procedures  for  collecting  environ¬ 
mental  samples  and  cloacal  swabs  for 

bacteriological  examination. 

28.  Part  447,  Subpart  B  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  S  447.12  to 
read: 

§  447.12  Procedures  for  eoHecting  envi- 
ronmental  samples  and  rioaral  swabs 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

Information  concerning  the  pen  ar¬ 
rangement  and  number  of  birds  per  pen 
should  be  obtained  from  the  owmer  so 
that  the  required  number  of  samples 
per  pen  and  per  flock  can  be  deter¬ 
mined.  A  means  of  identifying  each 
sample  by  pen  of  origin  should  be  pro¬ 
vided.  The  vehicle  transporting  the  per¬ 
sonnel  taking  the  samples  should  be  left 
as  far  as  practical  from  the  poultry  pens. 
Sanitary  precautions,  including  personal 
cleanliness,  should  be  observed  during 
the  sampling  procedure.  The  hands 
should  be  carefully  washed  with  a  sani¬ 
tizing  soap  prior  to  the  sampling.  Outer 
clothing,  including  gloves,  should  be 
changed  between  visits  to  different 
premises  so  that  clean  clothing  is  worn 
upon  entering  each  premises.  The  used 
and  clean  apparel  should  be  kept  sepa¬ 
rate.  Boots  or  footwear  should  be  cleaned 
and  disinfected  between  visits  to  dif¬ 
ferent  premises.  Disposable  caps  should 


be  provided  and  discarded  after  use  on 
each  premises.  After  collection,  the  sam¬ 
ples  should  be  protected  from  drying, 
light,  and  excessive  temperatures  and 
delivered  to  the  laboratory  within  1  day. 
If  delivery  is  delayed,  samples  should  be 
refrigerated. 

(a)  Environmental  samples.  Fecal  ma¬ 
terial,  litter,  or  dust  to  be  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  should  be 
collected  in  accordance  with  the  proce¬ 
dures  described  in  paragraph  a  (1)  or 
(2)  of  this  section: 

(1)  Procedure  for  sampling  in  broth. 
Authorized  laboratories  will  provide 
capped  tubes  1-2  cm.  in  diameter  and 
15-20  cm.  in  length  which  are  two-thirds 
full  of  a  recently  made,  refrigerated, 
sterile  enrichment  broth  (Selenite  Bril¬ 
liant  Green  Sulfapyridine  or  Tetrathi- 
onate  Brilliant  Green)  for  each  sample. 
Sufficient  tubes  should  be  taken  to  the 
premises  to  provide  at  least  one  tube  per 
pen  or  one  tube  per  500  birds,  whichever 
is  greater.  At  least  one  sterile,  cotton- 
tipped  applicator  will  be  needed  for  each 
tube.  The  dry  applicator  is  first  placed 
or  drawn  through  fresh  manure  (imder 
roost,  near  water  troughs,  cecal  drop¬ 
pings,  or  diarrhetic  droppings).  After 
this  and  each  subsequent  streaking,  the 
cotton-tipped  applicator  is  placed  in  the 
tube  of  broth  and  swirled  to  remove  the 
collected  material.  The  applicator  is  then 
withdrawn  and  is  used  for  taking  addi¬ 
tional  specimens  by  streaking  on  or 
through  areas  where  defecation,  tram¬ 
pling  of  feces,  or  settling  of  dust  are 
common;  i.e.,  on  or  near  waterers,  feed¬ 
ers,  nests,  or  rafters,  etc.  When  the 
volume  of  material  collected  equals  ap¬ 
proximately  10  percent  of  the  volume 
of  the  broth  (usually  10-12  streakings) , 
the  applicator  is  placed  in  the  tube  and 
the  stick  is  broken  in  half.  The  lower  or 
cotton-tipped  half  is  left  in  the  broth, 
and  the  upper  half  is  retained  for  future 
disposal.  'ITie  cap  is  then  replaced  on  the 
inoculated  tube,  and  the  sampling  pro¬ 
cedure  is  continued  in  other  areas  of  the 
pen. 

(2)  Procedure  for  sampling  in  dry  con¬ 
tainers.  A  sample  of  fecal  material,  litter, 
or  dust,  is  placed  in  a  sterile,  sealable 
container.  'The  sample  shall  ccmsist  of 
several  specimens  of  material  taken  from 
a  representative  location  in  the  pen.  At 
least  10  grams  (approximately  a  heaping 
tablespoonful)  of  material  shall  be  col¬ 
lected  for  each  sample.  The  specimens  in 
each  sample  shall  be  collected  with  a 
sterile  tongue  depressor  or  similar  un- 
contaminated  instrument.  The  samples 
should  vary  in  type  and  consistency.  Half 
of  the  samples  should  be  comprised  of 
material  representing  defecated  matter 
from  a  large  portion  of  the  flock;  i.e., 
trampled,  caked  material  near  waterers 
and  feeders.  The  minimum  number  of 
samples  to  be  taken  shall  be  determined 
by  the  following : 

Five  samples  from  pens  of  up  to  500  birds; 

Ten  samples  from  pens  of  500  to  2,500  birds; 

Fifteen  samples  from  pens  with  more  than 
2,500  birds. 

(b)  Cloacal  swabs.  Cloacal  swabs  for 
bacteriological  examination  su-e  taken 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  38,  NO.  4— MONDAY,  JANUARY  8,  1973 


from  each  bird  in  the  flock  or  from  a 
minimum  of  500  birds  in  accordance  with 
the  procedure  described  in  paragraph 
(a)(1)  of  this  section. 

( 1 )  Procedure  for  taking  cloacal  swabs. 
The  authorized  laboratory  will  provide 
sterile  capped  tubes  or  other  suitable 
containers  and  cotton-tipped  applicators 
for  use  in  taking  the  cloacal  swabs.  The 
cotton-tipped  applicator  is  inserted  into 
the  cloaca  and  rectum  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  insure  the  collection  of  fecal  ma¬ 
terial.  The  swab  and  adhering  fecal 
material  is  then  placed  in  the  tube  and 
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the  stick  is  broken  in  half,  with  the  upper 
half  retained  for  future  disposal.  The 
cloacal  swabs  may  be  combined  in  the 
sterile  tubes  in  multiples  of  five  or  in 
combinations  specified  by  the  authorized 
laboratory. 

Any  person  who  wishes  to  submit  writ¬ 
ten  data,  views,  or  arguments,  concerning 
the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Poultry  and  Turkey  Improvement 
Plans  and  Auxiliary  Provisions  may  do 
so  by  filing  them  with  the  Chairman, 
Animal  Physiology  and  Genetics  Insti¬ 
tute.  Building  265,  Agricultural  Research 
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Center,  Beltsville,  Md.  20705,  by  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1973. 

All  written  submissions  made  pursuant 
to  this  notice  will  be  made  available  for 
public  inspection  at  said  institute  at 
times  and  in  a  manner  convenient  to  the 
public  business  (7  CFR  1.27(b)). 

Done  at  Washington,  D.C.,  this  2d  day 
of  Januai-y  1973. 

Paul  D.  DeLay, 

Acting  Administrator, 
Agricultural  Research  Service. 

[PR  Doc.73-312  Filed  1-5-73:8:45  am] 
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